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Harper: For Ralph, 3rd Army, in the Battle for Germany

POETRY

TWO POEMS FO'R RAL'PH
FOR R ALP H,

3 R DAR MY,

I NTH E BAT T L E FOR G E R MAN Y

Your shadow moves toward me, Ralph, desolate,_
unlifted; nor can~J light yoq with 'my bedside lamp; ,
. I lie ~ith opening eyelids here afraid,'l wait:
you deepen your path to me with night shod feet, ,
my blowing lamp retches on the, stand,
and there is darkness, Ralph, darkness, where we meet.
•
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The fault in the black rock is the concealment gleaming,
,
is the acknowledgement in yopr bitter black sight,
is the bend of death in the rock, of your black eyes bleeding:
you deepen your path to me with night shod feet,
you gaze, a groan of earth blows out my l~ght,
and there is darkness, Ralph, darkdess, where we meet.

NQTE

ON

PEACE

When Private Hunter returns to our lands,
Bending beneath the weight of his dead,
Holding his'entrails in with his hands,
Shaking his fist at the mounting sands
Of mourning memory -maiming his head,
When Private Hunter returns. to our lands1
His flesh a trap where agony hangs
In pistols, fires and mad man's dread,
Holding, his entrails in with his hands,
His expressionless face the desolate stands
Of despair, hunter toh!lnted bred,
When Private Hunter returns-to our lands,
Back from the two faced war's reprimands,
Metal'-splintered, his eye~alls bled,
Holdi~g his entrails in with his hands,
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